
THE HISTORY OF MEMORIAL DAY 
         Memorial Day is a special holiday in the United States when we remember the brave men and women
who died while serving in the military. But did you know that this important day has a long and interesting
history?
       The idea for Memorial Day began after the Civil War, which ended in 1865. Many people wanted to honor
the soldiers who had died fighting for their country. In 1868, General John A. Logan declared that May 30th
should be a day to decorate the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers. This day became known as Decoration
Day.
         On May 30, 1868, the first official Decoration Day ceremony was held at Arlington National Cemetery.
People placed flowers on the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers. This showed that the country
was coming together after the war.
        As time went on, more states began to recognize Decoration Day. By 1890, all of the northern states had
made it an official holiday. The southern states, however, chose different days to honor their fallen soldiers
until after World War I.
       In 1918, after World War I ended, Decoration Day became a day to honor all American soldiers who had
died in any war, not just the Civil War. This is when people started calling it Memorial Day instead of
Decoration Day.
A big change came in 1971. That year, Congress passed a law making Memorial Day a national holiday. They
also moved the date from May 30th to the last Monday in May. This created a three-day weekend for many
people.
     In 2000, Congress passed another important law. They asked all Americans to pause at 3:00 p.m. on
Memorial Day for a National Moment of Remembrance. This moment of silence is a time to think about the
true meaning of the holiday.
       Today, we still celebrate Memorial Day on the last Monday in May. In 2023, for example, Memorial Day
was on May 29th. People all across the country visit cemeteries, have parades, and spend time with family
and friends. But most importantly, they remember the brave soldiers who gave their lives for our country.
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THE HISTORY OF MEMORIAL DAY TIMELINE
Directions: Cut out pictures and match the event on the timeline. Then write a summary of each event.
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